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It is with great pleasure that I pres-
ent you with the first edition of 
Jimmy’s Own for 2023. I’m cer-

tain that everyone enjoyed the festive 
days at the beginning of the New Year. 

It is my wish that you all have a year 
full of happiness and success in your 
personal lives. As far as the Associa-
tion is concerned may it burst with ful-
filling and exciting opportunities, and 
may all our goals  be achieved and our 
purposes be fulfilled. 

Sadly, since our last newsletter our 
PRO Pierre Fourie passed away after a 
short period of illness, our condolenc-
es to his wife Ramona and son. 

Pierre will be dearly missed in the 
Association he served so well. “At the 
going down of the sun we will remem-
ber him” ( See our article inside )

My responsibilities in the first year 
of my term as Chairperson and work-
ing with the various members of the 
Association has been a truly wonder-
ful experience, and if elected, I can’t 
wait to do it again this year! 

The Management of the Signals As-
sociation does have great visions and 
we have set new objectives and prior-
ities for 2023. 

We further committed ourselves to 
implement our planning, but this can 
only be achieved successfully with 
your contributions, passion, and com-
mitment. 

There is no doubt in my mind that 
suitable and important expertise exists 
amongst our members, all we need to 
do is to share it. Working together we 
can make good progress toward our 
strategic goals despite significant ex-
ternal challenges which impacts great-
ly on our personal lives and the activi-
ties of the Association 

Finally, I want to urge you to spend 
quality time at home with your family 
and look after them well. Take care of 
your health and yourself. 

Finally, thank you for being part of 
the Signals family.

Certa Cito (Signals) greetings !

Geoff Laskey
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 A legend has passed away
The Public Relations Officers of the Signals Association, Pierre Fourie, has 
passed away.

Pierre Johan Fourie was born in 
the little town of Elliot in the 
Eastern Cape on 11 December 

1951. He started his schooling at De 
Vos Malan in King Williams Town 
and also matriculated there in 1970. 

He commenced his basic military 
training at 1 Signal Regiment, Preto-
ria on 7 July 1971 and a few days later, 
on 26 July, transferred to the School of 
Signals on instructor’s course where 

he served until 16 June 1972.
 Thereafter, he was transferred to 7 

Signal Squadron, Pretoria on 31 Octo-
ber 1972, to 202 Signal Squadron in 
Port Elizabeth on 31 September 1975, 
where after he was further transferred 
to Northern Transvaal Command Sig-
nal Unit on 9 March 1976 and finally 
to Western Province Signal Unit on 1 
January 1989. 

Pierre did border duty from 9 June 
1980 for three months and was thus 
awarded the Pro Patria Medal. On 1 
December 1989 he was awarded his 
10 year Good Service Medal. 

Pierre joined 71 Signal Unit on 30 
March 1995 where he served until 
2016 when he was obliged to retire at 
the age of 65. He was awarded his 20 
year Good Service Medal on 14 April 
2015. 

Pierre was a very active and ded-
icated member of the Management 
Committee of the Signals Asso-
ciation and served as Chairman 
from 19 March 2012 to 25 March 
2013.

He also served on the War-
rant Officers’ Association of the 
Western Cape and on the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Cape 
Town branch of the SA Legion 
until June 2022.

Pierre was a qualified and 

registered tour guide and spent much 
time for a tour operating company tak-
ing overseas tourists to view various 
places of interest around South Africa. 

He was married to Ramona for the 
past 46 years and they have a 40 year 
old son Charl who is a keen Photogra-
pher working as a Digital Strategist 
for an IT company.

A large number of fellow asso-
ciation members commented via 
Whatsapp and sent their condolences 
to Ramona, their son Charl and the 
Fourie family and those who have re-
corded special sentiments described 
Pierre as a Remarkable and Special 
individual, ‘n Besonderse mens and 
Fine man with a life well lived also as 
a Legend who fell.

The Association’s Secretary Gen-
eral highlighted the word MENCH 
which ia a word Jewish people reserve 
for people like Pierre. It means people 
with integrity, morality, dignity and 
has a sense of whats right and respon-
sible. To be supportive, to be a Friend 
and to be calm in troubled times.

Member Adri Brits submitted 
a Poem which is rather fitting for 
Pierre’s sad death. It reads:

When I go
Don’t learn to live without me
Just learn to live with my love
in a different way
And, if you need to see me, Close 

your eyes
Or look in your shadow
when the sun shines

I’m there
Sit with me in the quiet
And you will know that I did not 

leave
There is no leaving
 when one’s soul is blended with an-

other
When I go 
Don’t learn to live without me
Just learn to look for me
in the moments
I WILL be there

This article was submitted by the 
President, Chairperson and fellow 
Manco members of the Signals Asso-
ciation.

Signals
Association

They shall not grow old, as we 
that are left grow old,

Age shall not weary them, nor 
the years condemn,

At the going down of the sun, 
and in the morning,

We will remember them.
And so, we WILL remember 

Pierre Johan Fourie - 
(11-12-1951 to 13-12-2022)
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5th Annual Signals Association luncheon
The 5th Annual Signals Association Luncheon was held at the SA Legion’s 
Rosedale facility on Saturday 3 December 2022. Article by Robbie Roberts.

Our association managed to 
host its 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
annual luncheons on the first 

Sunday in May of the years 2017, 
2018, 2019 and 2020 when it was 
forced to go into limbo because of the 
Covid epidemic.                                                                              

Fortunately, the situation returned 
to normal and the association was 
once again in a position to go back to 
our original promise of 2016 by stag-
ing another (our 5th) annual luncheon.

The luncheon was held at the SA 
Legion’s Rosedale facility when the 
catering staff under the able leader-
ship of Philippa Woolley and Peter 
Herbert, together with their dedicated 
personnel presented our just on 40 at-
tending invited guests with a superb 
three course meal, supervised under 
the professional eye of Mr David 
Holmes, the manager of the Rosedale 
complex.

For purposes of a reminder of those 
members and our friends who wit-
nessed the “original promise of 2016” 
and those who could not attend that 
lavish and huge event, I will explain 
a bit as a short background that gave 
rise to that historic occasion.

82 years ago, on 27 May 1940, 
some 287 Other Ranks and 7 Officers 
marched from the Castle past the 
City Hall and down Adderley Street 

in Cape Town en route to the railway 
station from where they travelled to 
Potchefstroom, then to Durban, from 
where they sailed to Mombasa.

From there they travelled to Kenya, 
Abyssinia, Egypt, El Alamein just to 
mention a few, all in support of the 
2nd World War.

These were all members of the 
Cape Town based 3 Brigade Signal 
Company as part of the South African 
Corps of Signals.

Amongst those members who re-
turned, one by name of Charles Hol-
loway decided to start a Reunion of 
members to reminisce about their 
WAR days and to, hopefully, get to-
gether on an annual basis.

Quite often, an idea like this is not 
everlasting and fades away, but not 
these guys. With their perseverance, 
they managed to keep the “flame” 
burning for a full 70 years from their 
very first Reunion Luncheon in 1946 
right until 2016, mainly as a result of 
the ongoing enthusiasm and dedica-
tion of Major Charles Holloway who 
went on to become the officer com-
manding of 3 Brigade Signal Squad-
ron from 6 November 1954 until 31 
August 1960.

Our Association originated out of 
71 Signal Unit which was established 
as 3 Brigade Signal Squadron on 1 

May 1946, the successor in name of 
the WWII signallers.

Some of the guests present at our 
5th Annual Luncheon also happened 
to be present at our large Veteran 
gathering at the Italian Club in Mil-
nerton on Sunday, 1 May 2016 and 
will recall that the 3rd Brigade men 
were then down to only 3 members, 
namely Charles Holloway, Syd Ire-
land and Eddie Mills.

In order to pay proper and justifia-
ble tribute to these fine and brave gen-
tlemen who had so gallantly fought 
for their country and others, the SIG-
NALS ASSOCIATION staged that 
event for the wider veteran communi-
ty in our country to witness the ‘trans-
fer’ of the old boys’ 70-year-old tra-
dition to our Association as the next 
generation of Signallers. Some 500 
military veterans and other invited 
guests attended that auspicious occa-
sion.

Some may also recall that that event 
encompassed the lowering of the 3rd 
Brigade Signal Company flag for the 
very last time. The historic Flag was 

brought down for the occasion from 
the Museum exhibits at Army Signals 
Formation in Wonderboom, Pretoria 
by the then Formation CWO Percy 
Mositi. That flag is displayed in the 
opposite column.

The auspicious event also saw the 
hoisting of our own Signals Associ-
ation flag for the very first time. Pic-
tured below:

 3rd Brigade Signal Company

Signals Association

Another tradition instituted that day 
was the introduction of a ‘Flame of the 
Signaller / Vlam van die Seiner’ as a 
tradition of the SIGNALS ASSOCIA-
TION. 

The lightning of the ‘Flame of the 
Signaller’ takes part at AGM’s, An-
nual Luncheons and other ceremonial 
occasions of our association as was 
again witnessed by those guests pres-
ent at the luncheon on 3 December 
2022.

Because of the change of title of 71 
Signal Unit due to SANDF structural 
changes, and the fact that the last of 
the 3rd Brigade Signallers had prede-
ceased us, our Management Commit-
tee decided to rather host its annual 
luncheons on the weekend closest to 
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our own association’s establishment 
date, being the 2nd December (2000), 
rather than during the month of May 
each year.

Despite this change in the “age old” 
tradition, our association still stands 
committed to where we come from 
and to continue our promise to honour 
the tradition set by our former com-
rades in arms.

Hence, at our Annual Luncheon, 
and in keeping that promise, the Silver 
Jimmy was put on display the casing 
of which houses the names of all the 
signallers who embarked on the ship 
that took them all the way to partici-

5th ANNUAL SIGNALS ASSOCIATION LUNCHEON: From left to Right : Ed Wit-
tert , Jeff Marcus, Johan Smuts, Robbie Roberts, Fahme Rhode,  Geoff Laskey, Piet 
Jordaan,  Howard Shagom,  Maurise Espin.

pate in WWII.
I, as an honorary member of the 3rd 

Bde Sig Coy Reunion Association, 
promised and obeyed the wishes of 
my forbearer’s by entering the name 
and date of death of the very last 3rd 
Bde Signaller, namely uncle Syd Ire-
land, who sadly passed away on 29 
May 2021 at the age of 100.

Also on display at our luncheon was 
the Minute Book of the 3rd Bde Sig 
Coy which contains every Minute of 
all the meetings held from 1946 un-
til 2016. An honourable example set 
by our former signaller comrades in 
arms!

By the left, quick laugh
A bit of military humour to brighten your day.

If you are in the Army, you should 
avoid being the first, the last, or the 
volunteer.

Why are soldiers buried 10 feet in 
the ground after they passed away? 
-  It is probably because they are all 
good people deep down!

The veteran who became a volley-
ball coach told his students that the 
most important skill is knowing how 
to serve.

There was once a medieval horse 
that joined the Army - Everyone called 
it a knight-mare.

French president Emmanuel Ma-
cron is bringing back national service 
for their armed forces. French teen-
agers aren’t too worried though. How 
hard can waving a little white flag ac-
tually be?

Being both a Moth and a sea captain 
is hard , you’re in charge of the ship, 
but up ahead you see a lighthouse. You 
know you shouldn’t... but...

In war, a General sees an enemy 
soldier who has his arm in a hole filled 
with water “Let’s avoid him”, he tells 
his adjutant. “He’s well-armed.”

Why was the cell phone wearing 

glasses?   -  It lost its contacts.

A signaller once took a test on using 
semaphore  flags    -   They told him he 
passed with flying colours.

Somebody stole the HQ’s generator, 
but they could not locate it -  They felt 
so powerless.

Corporal: Signalman Jones I didn’t see 
you at camouflage practice today.

Signalman Jones: Thank you corporal.

When informed that he would have 
to pay R40 for his bush hat that he 
lost, Signalman van Tonder was heard 
to remark, “Now I know why a navy 
captain goes down with his ship.”

Extract from a letter written by a 
signalman to his mother: “No mom, 
I’m not being promoted to field mar-
tial. I’m being court martialed.”
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Corps of Signals Dispatch Riders - A Most 
Underrated Service
Article by Geoff Laskey and Deon Potgieter.

A dispatch rider is a military 
messenger, usually on motor-
bike or in earlier years mount-

ed on horseback. They are crucial in 
wartime communications, relaying 
messages between units and head-
quarters, as well as observing and 
reporting general conditions in areas 
they served.

There is no single description of 
the duties of dispatch riders—or DRs, 
Don Rs, because the term came to be 
applied to anyone who regularly car-
ried out their job on a motorcycle. 

In the military environment the 
main duty was to deliver messages 
that could not be trusted to unrelia-
ble or insecure telephone or wireless 
transmissions. 

This made them instant targets for 
an enemy eager to ideally capture, or 
if necessary, destroy the message. 

To the enemy, “shooting the mes-
senger” was not a bad idea and during 
wartime it was dangerous work. 

Yet for all their heroism, for their 
great contribution to the war effort, 
little research has been done into the 
role of the military dispatch rider. 

Dispatch riders could be part of, or 
attached to, any unit, but the greatest 
concentrations were in the Corps of 
Signals of the various Military forces. 
Uniforms varied depending on ser-
vice, but basics included high boots, 
leather vests, canvas trousers, weath-
erproof jackets, helmets, goggles and 
gloves with wide cuffs and in addition  
some wore wide kidney belts to limit 
injury from juddering over rough ter-
rain. 

The French despatch riders, like the 
British, were equipped with a side-

arm, whereas their German counter-
parts were equipped with Mausers. 
During WW2 the despatch rider’s  
motorcycles were also equipped with 
a leather holster to house a rifle. 

Despatch riders are required to car-
ry despatches, maps, and written in-
structions to field officers when plain 
language telephone or radio conversa-
tions for security reasons is not pru-
dent. 

In the past they had to be good at 
map reading and when in a strange 
country they needed to have a basic 
knowledge of the local language to 
seek advice regarding the state of the 
roads ahead and the location of the 
towns and villages they were seeking, 
without disclosing any vital informa-
tion, that would put their units at risk. 

They had a vital role at a time when 

telecommunications were limited and 
insecure. They were also used to de-
liver carrier pigeons.

In the First and Second World War 
Despatch Riders on motorcycles car-
ried messages and did reconnaissance 
work. 

Motorcycles were easily manoeu-
vrable and were able to get to loca-
tions that may have been impassable, 
which allowed riders to deliver key 
information to the front lines.

During World War II despatch riders 
were often referred to as Don Rs (from 
phonetic spelling for D in “DR”) in 
Commonwealth forces. 

The despatch riders were also used 
by the Royal Air Force and the Royal 
Navy, where they maintained contact 
with land bases and some of the riders 
were members of the Women’s Royal 
Naval Service. 

The Royal Corps of Signals soldiers 
also carried out the role of the Roy-
al Signals Motorcycle Display Team 
which was formed from their ranks. 
The team were known as the “White 
Helmets” and were an internationally 
acclaimed motorcycle display team of 
The Royal Corps of Signals.  

South African girls who went to 
England to join the “First Aid and 
Nursing Yeomanry” learn stunt riding 
to give them balance and confidence 
in handling their machines. 

In the British Army, motorcycle 
despatch riders were first used in the 
World War I by the Royal Engineers 
Signal Service. 

World War II dispatch rider.
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When the War Department called 
for motorcyclists to volunteer with 
their machines for despatch work at 
the start of August 1914, the response 
was huge. 

The London office had 2,000 more 
applicants than posts, and a similar re-
sponse was reported in regional cen-
tres around the country. 

Enlistment was for one year or as 
long as the war might last. Recruit-
ment was not just for the army; the 
Admiralty in Chatham bought 50 Tri-
umphs in 1914 for despatch rider du-
ties. These bikes carried a plate on the 
front with the lettering “O.H.M.S.”. 

Generally, the Dispatch Rider was 
a niche, volunteer job, which initially 
required previous motorcycle experi-
ence, and soldiers had to bring their 
own bikes to service. 

Later on, as demand for the trade 
picked up, riders were no longer 
sourced from those already owning a 
bike and were given crucial training in 
maintenance and driving in rough, off-
road conditions they had to negotiate 
while delivering top secret informa-
tion directly to assigned destinations. 
The foregoing also included female 
riders. 

One of the jobs in which the Wrens 
received world-wide recognition for 
was that of the motorcycle dispatch 
riders .By 1940, all of the British Na-
vy’s dispatch riders were women. 

It was a dangerous job, delivering 
intelligence and orders from head-
quarters to military bases all over the 

UK. Over the course of the war, more 
than a hundred of these women were 
killed serving their country. 

As the war progressed the wide vari-
ety of volunteered machinery present-
ed maintenance and spares problems, 
and so were progressively replaced 
by a limited range of military models, 
and in specific regions of the world or 
parts of the service. 

Today only one of these models 
might be found, for example the RAF 
(formerly the RFC) exclusively used 
Phelon & Moore (P&M) motorcycles 
by the later stages of the war. The 
British military often used Triumph, 
Norton, BSA, Matchless and Ariel 
for despatch riders, and although ra-
dio communications were much more 
advanced during WW II than WW I 
- huge numbers were produced (e.g., 
over 75,000 Norton 16H models).

In 1914 it was reported that the des-
patch riders for the Belgian and Rus-
sian armies were equipped exclusive-
ly with F.N. motorcycles. 

However, later the Belgian govern-

RAF female dispatch rider.

ment ordered 50 3hp Enfield motorcy-
cles for despatch riders. 

At this time the French Army were 
still mobilising, but it was reported 
they had a squad of Triumphs as well 
as a variety of French makes. 

Douglas supplied 100 machines to 
the Italian Government for despatch 
purposes in 1916, and by this time the 
French despatch riders were also us-
ing BSAs and Triumphs. 

The US Army entered the war in 
1917, and their messengers were 
equipped principally with Indian and 
Harley-Davidson motorcycles.

1941 the Harley-Da-
vidson WL was used 
by the Union Defence 
Force of South Afri-
ca (SAUDF) in 
World War 2. 

The Un-
ion Defence 
Force ac-
quired around 
4,500 motorcycles 
from the US War Department 
mid-1940 and they were used in the 
East Africa Campaign, the Madagas-
car Campaign and the North Africa 
Campaign. 

Makes such as the British BSA’s, 
Triumphs, Royal Enfields, Matchless-
es, Ariels and Nortons were also used 
by the South African and other Allied 
forces, but it was the Harley-David-
sons which left their ‘indelible tracks’ 
wherever they were ridden. 

This was a tribute to their superb 

endurance in shocking conditions 
of so-called ‘roads’ and tracks, of-
ten with tyre-damaging sharp stones, 
thorns and scrub. They made their 
tracks through sand and mud, in wind, 
rain and sandstorms. 

A Harley Davidson enthusiast from 
SA now living in the USA bought an 
old wartime Harley, exported it to the 
USA, and renovated it himself to its 
former WWII glory with insignia and 
flags , etc. 

One of South African 3rd Brigade 
Signallers, Major Charles Holloway 
who passed away some three years 

ago was a despatch rider in 
WWII. On presenting the 
photos to Uncle Charles 
shortly before his death his 

first comment was “the 
damn clutch is on 
the wrong side of 
the cycle”. 
Despite the fact 

that some informa-
tion is available on the 

role and functions of the SDS 
during WW1 and WW2, post war 

information on the SDS Service of the 
South African Corps of Signals is very  
scant and difficult to come by. 

In view of the foregoing efforts 
were made to get information from 
individuals who did their training at 1 
Signals Regiment and who’s muster-
ing was that of Signals Despatch rider 
or was part of the SACS Motorbike 
Stunt Team, trained during the 1960’s 
by Sergeant Major Don Donoque and 
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Staff Sgts Scott and Du Piesanie and 
Cpl Van Schalkwyk amongst others. 

These teams annually did displays 
at the Rand Easter Show and Military 
function and really was always an ex-
tremely popular item on the program 
and had an excellent reputation for 
their skills in handling their machines. 
They were a proud element of 1 Sig-
nals Regiment. 

The members of the team use to 
spend weeks and long hours daily 
training to perfect their programs and 
stunts. Although their efforts were all 
directed at performing at the shows 
and military functions and promote 
the Corps of Signals, it all contribut-
ed to hone their skills to perform their 
military functions as Signals despatch 
riders in all types of environments and 
under all conditions (operationally 
and peacetime). 

Although being a competent mo-
torcyclist is an important aspect of 
the Military dispatch rider it requires 
more than just being able to handle a 
motorcycle effectively. It requires a 
soldier with additional personal skills 
and knowledge of military organisa-
tion and structures during peacetime 
and during operations.

There is no single description of 
the duties of dispatch riders—or DRs, 
Don Rs, or despatch riders. In the mil-
itary environment however, the main 
duty was to deliver messages that 
could not be trusted to unreliable or 
insecure telephone or wireless trans-
missions. The dispatch riders’ func-

tion was mainly that of carrying spe-
cial dispatches, but, when formations 
and units in the field become more or-
ganized, the regular “Dispatch Rider 
Letter Service” is implemented , each 
headquarters delivering and collecting 
dispatches at regular times daily at the 
headquarters of formations under its 
command, and at headquarters of mis-
cellaneous units in its immediate area.

Listed below are a few of the im-
portant requirements to become an 
effective competent Military Signals 
dispatch rider;

General skills required to be a MIL-
ITARY despatch rider.
• RSA Motor Vehicle and Motorcy-

cle driver’s licence;
• Basic maintenance and technical 

knowledge of Motorcycles;
• Good road skills and judgement 

(crash prevention techniques);
• Observant and Alert (Identify haz-

ards and anticipate situations); 
• Off road skills (Navigating haz-

ardous terrain);
• Responsible, and dependable; and 
• Ability to function inde-
pendently (on its own).

Knowledge required
• Basic military training;
• SACS Transport policies and 

procedures (Driving and mainte-
nance);

• SACS SDS Role and responsibil-
ities;

• SACS message delivery protocols 
and procedures; 

• Basic knowledge of Military For-
mations and Units; 

• Map reading ability including 
knowledge of how to use GPS; 
and

• Time and distance estimations, 
punctuality is a basic requirement 
for any SDS Service.

The above skills and knowledge 
requirements were unfortunately not 
always considered when dispatch rid-
ers were selected and from a number 
of interviews and discussions with 

SACS members the overriding con-
siderations to be selected as a dispatch 
rider seems to have been the posses-
sion of a motor vehicle and motorbike 
driving licence. 

It would appear that dispatch riders 
did mostly “on the job” training and 
quite often the “bad habits” of his pre-
decessors were taken over in the pro-
cess. 

Experience and memories by 
Signals despatch riders at 1 Signals 
Regiment

Deon Potgieter joined the Corps of 
Signals in 1963 when he was called 
up for his military training. Having a 
3rd year Wits Electrical Engineering 
background, he was sent to 1 Signal 
Regiment. 

“There I met with the Officer Com-
manding who convinced me to join 
PF and transferred me to the School of 
Signals to do my permanent force basic 
training. However, the basic training 
for the PFs could only take place once 
there were enough recruits to present the 
course, hence  I did my basics only 18 
months later.

“While waiting I was on detached 
duty to the SACS Dispatch Riders Sec-
tion. In view of the fact that I had a mo-
torbike drivers licence I was tested by 
WO2 Don Donoque. He got on the back 
pillion and instructed me to demonstrate 
to him how I could drive the Triumph 
Bonneville T120 650cc, same bike that 
my father owned those days.

“Well, we drove out of the Unit and 

Restored Harley-Davidson.

German Luftwaffe dispatch rider.
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then he started to bounce up and down 
and leaned over left and then right to 
try and put me off. I had to counter his 
actions and do something to impress 
him and demonstrate that I was com-
petent enough to handle the Triumph. 
All I did was to accelerate and very 
soon he instructed me to slow down 
and return to base. 

“Once I passed the selection cri-
teria, I received my SACS Despatch 
Rider Certificate with an “invitation” 
to join the SACS Motorcycle Show 
Team . Our team did shows at the 
Rand Easter Show and other Military 
parades in the area, and really excelled 
in mastering our driving skills and 
promoting the image of dispatch rid-
ers and the Corps of Signals. During 
the 1970’s four of the Corps of Signals 
dispatch riders were also part of the 
motorcycle procession at the opening 
of parliament in Cape Town”. 

However, although a lot of empha-
sis were placed on the driving skills 
of the despatch riders, it would appear 
that very little, if any formal train-
ing were given regarding the other 
knowledge and skills required for the 
dispatch riders to perform their tasks 
effectively. 

The foregoing is rather disappoint-
ing as they are crucial in especially 
conventional wartime communica-
tions, relaying messages between units 
and headquarters, as well as observing 
and reporting general conditions in ar-
eas they serve. 

The role of the dispatch rider in the 

modern army is not the spectacular 
one of the mounted officer who gal-
loped down the lines with the gener-
al’s orders to his troops, but rather of 
a one-man mail train, running at the 
same times daily to the same places 
and arriving at each place on the way 
at the scheduled time. 

Reliability, not speed, is the first 
essential. Although the role and func-
tions of the military dispatch rider in 
modern day warfare and communi-
cations might have changed over the 
years, the skills and knowledge re-
quired by them to a great extent are 
still valid.  

The German army reintroduced 
despatch riders in 2019, equipped with 
the BMW F850GS, in order to be ca-
pable of communicating under heavy 
electronic warfare conditions. 

It is important to note a dispatch 
rider is not just a messenger in mili-
tary uniform. It requires a person with 
not only technical driving ability and 
skills but must also have basic knowl-
edge of military organisation and 
deployments and be responsible, de-
pendable and have the ability to func-
tion independently (on its own). 

“What counts is not necessarily the 
size of the dog in the fight -- it’s the 
size of the fight in the dog.” - Dwight 
D. Eisenhower.

This document represents the view 
of the authors and does not necessar-
ily reflect the official opinion of the 
Signals Association or SANDF.

Murphy’s Laws of Combat
Most people are familiar with the principle of Murphy’s Law. So it makes 
sense that the military would have its own version of Murphy’s Law.

Murphy’s Laws of Combat
1. You are not Superman.
2. Suppressive fire - won’t.
3. If it’s stupid but works, it’s not stu-

pid.
4. Don’t look conspicuous - it draws 

fire.
5. Don’t draw fire - it irritates the 

people around you.
6. When in doubt, empty the maga-

zine.
7. Never share a foxhole with some-

one braver than you.
8. Never forget that your weapon 

was made by the lowest bidder.
9. If your attack is going really well, 

it’s an ambush.
10. No plan survives the first contact 

intact.
11. If you are forward of your posi-

tion, the artillery will fall short.
12. The enemy diversion you are ig-

noring is the main attack.
13. The easy way is always mined.
14. If you are short of everything ex-

cept enemy, you’re in combat.
15. Incoming fire has the right of way.
16. No combat ready unit has ever 

passed an inspection.
17. If the enemy is in range, so are 

you.
18. Friendly fire - isn’t.
19. Radios will fail the moment you 

need fire support urgently. 
20. Tracers work both ways.

21. The only thing more accurate than 
incoming fire is incoming friendly 
fire.

22. When the pin is pulled, Mr Gre-
nade is not your friend.

23. A sucking chest wound is nature’s 
way of telling you to slow down.

24. If at first you don’t succeed, call in 
an air-strike. 

25. Never stand when you can sit, 
never sit when you can lie down, 
never stay awake when you can 
sleep. 

26. Professionals are predictable, it’s 
the amateurs that are dangerous. 

27. The most dangerous thing in the 
world is a Second Lieutenant with 
a map and a compass. 

28. There is no such thing as military 
‘intelligence’. 

29. Mines are equal opportunity weap-
ons. 

30. When you have secured the area, 
make sure the enemy knows it too.

31. In the bush, your Jimmy will be 
able to communicate with your 
headquarters thousands of kilo-
metres away, but can’t get comms 
with your base two kilometres 
away.

We trust that you enjoyed these.
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Signals Association honours Military
Despatches’ Matt Tennyson

The Association, at its Annual 
Luncheon held at the SA Le-
gion’s Rosedale complex on 

Saturday, 3 December 2022, honoured 
Matt Tennyson, as a long-standing 
member of the Signals Association 
and for his unselfish commitment and 
support to the association in the estab-
lishment, design and publication of 
the association’s newsletter ‘Jimmy’s 
Own’, and the association’s Website. 

Our Chairman, Geoff Laskey in his  
address, paid tribute to Matt by say-
ing the following “Matt served in the 
SADF from 1976 to 1982 (Permanent 
Force) in 1 Parachute Battalion and 
101 Task Force. 

One of his specialist fields was 
communications and therefore he did 
a number of courses with the SACS at 
the Army Gymnasium. These courses 
included R9, Morse and Electronic 
Warfare etc.

After leaving the SADF he then be-
came amongst other things a journal-
ist and as such Matt became involved 
with the Association since May 2016 
and has been a full member since 
2017. Since then, Matt played a very 
important role in the development of 
the Association. 

The role he played and work he 
performed and still performs is very 
much a “backroom function” which 
is not always realised, acknowledged, 

and appreciated by all.  
The Signals Association would like 

to assure you that we do realise how 
much time and effort you are spending 
to produce such excellent products. 

The Association would like to hon-
our and thank Matt Tennyson for his 
services and support to the Signals 
Association over the past years. His 
involvement was firstly with the de-
velopment of the Associations Web 
site from scratch. 

He did the full design development 
and final launch of the website. A 
product we can honestly say is some-
thing we can be proud of and added a 
huge amount of value to the develop-
ment and image of the Association.

The website went live on 11 No-
vember 2016. It opened at exactly 
11.00 with an image of a black screen 
and a single red poppy while the Last 
Post was sounded. This was followed 
by two minutes of silence. Then Re-
ville was played and after that the 
website opened.

Furthermore, Matt was also from the 
first edition instrumental in the design, 
layout, and publishing of the Associa-
tion’s newsletter Jimmy’s Own. 

As the publisher of the Jimmy’s 
Own, he still assists us to produce our 
newsletter on a quarterly basis. Anoth-
er product we can be proud of.

Therefore in grateful recognition for 

your enduring and unselfish commit-
ment and support to the Signals Asso-
ciation in the establishment, design and 
publication of Jimmy’s Own the Asso-
ciation newsletter and the Association’s  
Web Page, we would like to award you 
with a Certificate of appreciation. 

We appreciate and admire your 
voluntary, unselfish contribution, out-
standing work and innovative ideas in 

producing high-quality products the 
Association can be proud of .

Thereafter, association President, 
Robbie Roberts, presented Matt with 
a framed Certificate of Appreciation. 

Matt was further honoured by the 
association with Honorary Member-
ship status when the President hand-
ed Matt his Honorary Membership 
badge.

Points to ponder
• Let go of who you think you’re 

supposed to be and embrace who 
you are.

• If you cannot do great things, do 
small things in a great way.”

• Tell a man that there are 400 bil-
lion stars, and he’ll believe you.  
Tell him a bench has wet paint, 
and he has to touch it.

• If you want to know what a man’s 
like, take a good look at how he 
treats his inferiors, not his equals.

• If you tell the truth, you don’t have 
to remember anything.

• Insanity is doing the same thing, 
over and over again, but expecting 
different results.

• You never really learn much from 
hearing yourself speak.

• Do you know that little indestructi-
ble black box on airplanes?  Why 
don’t they make the whole plane 
out of the same material?

• Always remember that the actual 
quote is “Seek and ye shall find”, 

and not “Speak and ye shall find.”
• Just believe in yourself. Even if 

you don’t, pretend that you do and, 
at some point, you will.

• Motivation is what gets you start-
ed. Habit is what keeps you going.

• If you want something you’ve 
never had, you must be willing to 
do something you’ve never done.

• Whose cruel idea was it for the 
word “Lisp” to have an “S” in it?

• If you choke a smurf, what colour 
does it turn?

• Why isn’t the word ‘phonetic’ 
spelled the way it sounds?

• Why do you press harder on a re-
mote-control when you know the 
battery is dead?

• Why do psychics have to ask you 
for your name?

• If vegetarians eat vegetables, what 
do humanitarians eat?

• Why are boxing rings square?
• Quicksand works slowly.
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Happy Birthday!

The Signals Association’s Pres-
ident, Chairperson and Manco 
members wish all the members 

below on their birthdays in the next 
quarter. 

We wish you a very special birthday 
and a wonderful year ahead! We hope 
your birthday is full of sunshine, rain-
bows, love, and laughter! 

The Association send you many 
good wishes on your special day.

March
1st Joseph Zegal                                
3rd Anthony Bethke                 
8th Leeann Schmidt                 
9th Sharon Fortuin 
10th Amanda Shagom       
10th Charl Fourie                              
10th Primegann Fritz                
15th Dirk Byker                              
16th Ebrahim Kenny                
21st Herman Jacobs                
24th Sinabo Mofu                              
26th Jose Pereira                              
29th Chris Brandsen               

April
1st Andre Slabbert                 
1st Wilna Bekker
3rd Bjorn Pohlman                
4th Phyllis Webb 
6th  Piet Jordaan                               
6th Taufeeq Sheik                               
8th Christa Krige                               
9th Marc Goodleser                  
9th Brian Austin                               

10th Lesley-Anne Stroud               
10th Howard Shagom                        
18th Luzuko Faku                             
18th Jerome Beukes              
18th Marina Valentine                       
20th Andre Van Zyl                             
24th Johan Marais                             

May
12th  Tammy Sampson                      
13th  Frik Rabie                                    
16th Sonja Parsons                                    
16th Peter Longbottom                      
17th David de Kock                                     
18th James Tintinger                      
23rd Robert Nelson                    
26th Ramona Fourie                      
28th Carol Dean Klaasen 
28th  Wallace Green                      


