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From the pen of Robbie

As we have approached the end of 
2018, I wish to thank all members and 
especially our Management Committee 
for their unselfish work and dedication 
towards our aims.

2018 has regrettably been a rather quiet 
year for various reasons, the main one be-
ing that the majority of Manco are still 
working individuals who need to work 
and look after the interests of their fami-
lies. However, our Events sub-committee 
has been able to put a few events on the 
ground and I say thank you guys for your 
dedication in trying to make life interest-
ing for our members.

I wish all our Christian members and 
Friends of the Association a Blessed 
Christmas. May you find peace and good-
will with your families and acquaintances.

I also wish all our members a Happy 
New Year. May 2019 be a prosperous one 
for you all and may you be blessed with 
good health.

A most promising occurrence this year 
has been the appointment of Lt Genl (Ret) 
Derrick Mgwebi as the new Acting Direc-
tor General of the Department of Mili-
tary Veterans (DMV). Gen Mgwebi  is 
a trained Regimental Signaller (nogals) 
from the former Transkei National De-
fence Force and he brings with him new 
blood and vision to us military veterans. 
We are indeed proud to have a Signaller 
as our leader and we wish him and his 
team all the very best in taking the DMV, 
and the military veteran environment, to 
new heights.

Let us all try and make 2019 a year to 
remember by supporting any events or-
ganised. Planning of events do not just 
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happen automatically, so please support 
whatever our social team comes up with 
in the new year. The big event for 2019 
will be our combined Golf Day with 71 
Signal Unit taking place at the Parow 
Golf Club on Friday 29 March 2019. A 
lot of planning and work is going into that 
initiative so please support us by donating 
and/or enrolling 4-ball teams, or provid-
ing sponsors for prizes.

Certa Cito (Signals) greetings from
Chairman Robbie Roberts
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Signaler of note

He grew up in the rural 
town of Wakkerstroom 
and completed his pri-

mary school there. He matricu-
lated at Monument High School 
in Krugersdorp. 

After school he was employed 
for two years (1964-1965) as 
auditor on the staff the Auditor 
General while continuing his 
studies in this field.

He completed his National 
Service in 1965 and in 1966 and 
was appointed in the South Af-
rican National Defense Force 
(SANDF) in the South African 
Corp of Signals (SACS) as a 
Second Lieutenant. 

In his military career he was 
appointed in many posts of 
which the following highlights 
are mentioned hereunder.  
• Officer Commanding Wit-

waterrand Command Signal 
Unit.

• SSO Signals at South West Africa 
Territory Force (SWATF).

• Officer Commanding the School 
of Signals. 

He was promoted to Colonel in 
1985 with his appointment as Officer 
Commanding the Army Gymnasium. 
In 1989 he was transferred to Army 

HQ and appointed to the staff of Di-
rector Management Services as the 
project leader for the development 
of management processes of the SA 
Army (Project Supremo). In 1992 he 
was appointed Senior Staff Officer 
Research and Doctrine at Director 
Training, SA Army HQ.

 He took early retirement from the 
SANDF in 1993 to start a new career 
in the private sector as management 
consultant. 

From the end of 1993 to 2003 he 
joined the Grintek Group and was 
Marketing Manager, Regional Mar-
keting Manager for certain South-
ern African countries, New Business 
Development Manager and Airborne 
Systems Manager for Grintek Com-
munication Systems. 

He joined the SANDF Reserve 
Force in 1999 and was promoted to 
Brigadier General in the post of Direc-
tor Reserve Force for the Command, 
Management and Information System 
Division (CMIS) of the SANDF. 

 In 2003 he started his own business 
in management consulting and in his 
spare time owner builder. From the 
beginning of 2006 up to September 
2006 he was called on to temporary 
fill the post Regular Force post of Di-
rector Divisional Staff at CMIS HQ.

From July 2008 to 2012 he was ap-
pointed as Project Process Manager 
for the establishment a Department of 
Defence (DOD) Works Capability that 
provided the Vision, Mission, strategy 
and structures for the Works Forma-

tion. During this time he was also in-
volved on behalf the SA Corps of Sig-
nals SACS) to assist in the design of 
the new SA Army Future Strategy and 
in particular the design of the SACS to 
support this strategy. 

He also assisted in the draughting 
of the new Defence Strategy and lec-
tured at the SA Defence College on 
Integrated Strategic Management. 

Since July 2017 he has been called 
up to assist with the Defence Secre-
tariat Organisational and Renewal 
(SORD) Project as Project Manager.

He has done all the required Signals 
and SANDF courses up to Joints Staff 
Course (now ENSP) in 1991. He has 
a Diploma in Finance and Auditing, a 
Higher Diploma in Management Prac-
tice. Certificates in Integrated Logis-
tics Management (UP), Organisation 
and Work Study (TUT) and Strategic 
Management (US).

In sport he has attained Eastern 
Transvaal Colours for rugby, and he 
was an Eastern Transvaal Rugby Se-
lector. He was one of the Vice Presi-
dents of SANDF Rugby. 

During 1989 to 1990 he was Chair-
man of the Defence Sport Club in 
Voortrekkerhoogte that controlled 43 
different types of sports. He practices 
daily and plays golf regularly as the 
opportunity arises.

He has been married to Magda since 
December 1965. They have two chil-
dren and three grandchildren.

Brigadier General Denis Jelliman

Brigadier General
Denis Jelliman
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I’m not sure whether to call him 
Carl Picaso or Pablo Schmidt. 

On Friday 13 July 2018 Major Carl 
Schmidt once again presented Art 
Classes at the Rosedale Service Cen-
tre. 

As a member of both 71 Signal Unit 
and the SIGNALS ASSOCIATION 
Major Schmidt is closely affiliated to 
the Rosedale crowd.  

With his passion for art and veter-
ans he aligns himself easily with what 
their needs are. This time around he 
educated the residents on how to paint 
with kitchen scourers. Each picture 
was created with the use of various 
paint colours and kitchen scourers. 

The veteran individuals were in-
spired by the experiment and were 
able to create pictures and also relive 
many of their memories. One lady 
shared that she was married this year 
for 65 years and another shared stories 

A passion for art
of the war. 

Major Schmidt developed his love 
for art from his mother, who often 
did various kinds of art work in her 
life-time. He was inspired by what 

she could create even whilst 
busy preparing a meal for 
the family. 

The event was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all, so much so, 
that another such event will 
soon be planned for the near 
future.

A Christmas greeting 
from ‘Who-els’

Guess who? I am sure most of you 
would have guessed correctly. Yes, 
nobody other than Paul Els, the Duku-
bat, has asked that we include a short 
greeting from him to our readers.

Paul asked that the following mes-
sage of his in Afrikaans be translated 
into Eglish and published in our De-
cember issue:

“To all Signallers. Paul wishes ev-
eryone a Blessed Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year.

The year has passed so quickly and 
did not last, almost as if the year was 
Made in China!

Paul asks all our readers to please 
pay respect by Saluting everyone who 
had passed on during the past, at Mid-
night on the 31st December 2018. He 
askes that readers photograph the sa-
luting occasion by adding the pics to 
the Signals Facebook and other social 
media pages.

Paul signs off by saying Signals 
greetings from Dukubat Paul”

For those of you who do not know 
where the saying “Dukubat” comes 
from, Paul on his Facebook profile, 
explains that he had received his Para-
bat training in the bushes of Dukuduku 
and not in Bloemfontein. He said that 
he, therefore, is a Dukubat and not a 
Bloem Parabat, an opportunity he says 
he is very proud to have had!

Salute to Paul Els for his ongoing 
enthusiasm to Signals matters. He is 
a valued supporter of the SIGNALS 
ASSOCIATION!

RSM: Paul when he was the Regimental 
Sergeant Major of the Northern Transvaal 
Signals Unit.

JUMPING JIMMY: Paul did his parachute 
course with 5 Recce at Dukuduku in 
Zululand.
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I challenge you to read this and NOT 
have the will to pass it on.
Why has no one been able to ex-

plain to me why young men and 
women serve in the British, Cana-
dian, Australian, or U.S. Military for 
20 years, risking their lives protect-
ing freedom, and only get up to 50% 
of their pay on retirement? 

While politicians hold their politi-
cal positions in the safe confines of 
our nation’s capitals, protected by 
those same men and women, and re-
ceive full-pay retirements after serv-
ing one term. It just does not make 
any sense. 

In the UK some soldiers and their 
families come home only to be put out 
onto the street – homeless! Whilst im-
migrants and asy-
lum seekers who 
have done nothing 
for our countries 
are treated to Free 
Housing, Medical 
Care and Benefits 
of every descrip-
tion.

If each person 
who receives this 
will forward it on 
to 20 people, in 
three days, most 

Soldiers vs Politicians
This is a reprint of an article sent to a newspaper in the UK. Does it 
sound familiar?

people in the UK, Canada, United 
States, Australia and obviously also 
South Africa will have the message. 

This is one proposal that really 
should be passed around.

Your desire for freedom will never 
die, so please have the will to allow 
our retired soldiers to live out their 
lives in peace, comfort and a little 
happiness.

I will be one of the 1% that will 
pass it on, will you?

“If you are one of the 99% who 
choose not to pass it on, you still have 
made a choice” and these brave sol-
diers have given you that right.

Upcoming Birthdays

December 2018
4th  Hendrik van Staden (Jnr)
5th Dirk Hagendoorn
11th Johan Johnson
11th Pierre Fourie
20th Ian Robertson
21st Netlam Robinson
25th Irvin Muskett-Jetts

January 2019
17th Trevor Moller

24th Geoffrey Laskey 

February 2019
1st Yolandi Lot
13th Zikhona Moloinyana
16th Robbie Roberts
19th Geruvia Naidoo
22nd Veon Esau
23rd Kurt Coetzee
25th Sabelo Dyantyi
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Signals Association 
presence at national 
wreath laying events

We are extremely pleased to 
report that no less than four 
wreaths were laid, nation-

ally, in support of Remembrance Day 
which takes place on the closest Sun-
day to 11 November each year.

This year our wreath in Cape Town 
was laid by Manco member Willie van 
der Merwe, whilst in Pretoria, our rep-
lica wreath was laid by our lady on the 
spot, Marina Valentine.

In Port Elizabeth our member No-
lan Meyer did us the honours and in 
Johannesburg we were also present 

laying a wreath with the assistance of 
our friend  Godfrey Giles, National 
President of the SA Legion.

In Cape Town wreaths were also 
laid by Major Herman Jacobs, 2IC of 
71 Signal Unit and by uncle Syd Ire-
land (Age 97), the last remaining Sig-
naller from WWII’s 3rd Brigade Sig-
nal Company.

The photographs pays testimony to 
our increased presence at South Afri-
can Military Veteran Wreath Laying 
events.

Cape Town: In the photograph is Willie 
van der Merwe (Left) and othr Manco 
member Alfred de Vries. Willie laid our 
wreath at the Cenotaph in Adderley 
Street, Cape Town.

Pretoria: Member Marina Valentine pos-
ing with our replica wreath that she laid 
at Wall of Remembrance at the Union 
Buildings.

Port Elizabeth: Our member on the 
spot, Nolan Meyer, posing with our 
association wreath which Nolan made 
himself. This ceremony took place at the 
Walmer Cenotaph Cnr 8th Ave & Main 
Road, Walmer, Port Elizabeth.

Johannesburg: The wreath laid on be-
half of the South African Signals Associa-
tion by a representative of the SA Legion 
NHQ.

WWII Veteran: The last 
remaining  signaller from 
WWII’s 3rd Brigade Sig-
nal Company, Syd Ire-
land (97), laid a wreath 
on Remembrance Day.

SA Legion Exco: Three 
members of the Signals 
Association - Robbie 
Roberts, Johan Johnson, 
and Pierre Fourie - were 
elected onto the Exco of 
the Cape Town Branch of 
the South African Legion 
at its AGM in November.
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Under three flags
Some men have fought in three different wars, but rarely have they 
fought for three different countries. This was one such man. And he was 
once a signaller.

Men, and women, fight in wars 
for different reasons. Often it 
is because they have no choice 

in the matter. Many are conscripted or 
forced to fight. Yet many others fight be-
cause they want do.

Those that choose to fight also do so 
for different reasons. Some will fight be-
cause they feel it is a duty they owe their 
country. Others will fight to defend their 
family and home. Then there are those 
that choose to fight because of what they 
believe in. The last type will sometimes 
fight regardless of what side they are on.

One such man not only fought for three 
different counties, he also fought in three 
separate wars. Yet even though he fought 
for different sides, he fought against what 
he considered to be the same enemy.

Lauri Allan Törni was born on May 28, 
1919 in Viipuri, Finland. As a youngster 
he enjoyed sports and was friends with 
Sten “Stepa” Suvio, the welterweight 
boxer that won a gold medal at the 1936 
Summer Olympics in Berlin.

While Törni was studying at business 
school he joined the Civil Guard. When 
he graduated in 1938 at the age of 19, he 
joined the 4th Independent Jaeger Battal-
ion, an elite infantry unit.

Not long after that, on 30 November 
1939, the Soviet Union invaded Finland. 
It was the start of the Winter War.

The Soviets were confident of a quick 
victory over Finland. After all, they had 
more men and were better armed. This 

confidence was soon shattered.
The Finns were realistic,. They knew 

that had no hope of defeating the Soviet 
invaders. Their plan was to fight a war of 
attrition while they tried to convince the 
outside world to help.

When no outside help was forthcom-
ing, the Finns went it alone. They sur-
prised not only the Russians, but the rest 
of the world as well.

Törni did his part, fighting against the 
Soviets at Rautu and again at Lake Lado-
ga. In this last battle the Finns took ad-
vantage of poor Soviet tactics. Using a 
guerilla tactic known as motti, the Finns 
encircled three enemy divisions near Vii-
puri on 23 December.

Although the Soviets were defeated at 
this battle, it came at a heavy price. More 
than 1,300 Finns were killed. Soviet loses 
were even higher.

Although the Finns held out for over 
three months, the end result was inevita-
ble. On 12 March 1940 they signed the 
Moscow Peace Treaty. The war official-
ly ended the following day, with Finland 
losing territory in exchange for the guar-
antee of independence.

Törni had distinguished himself during 
the Winter War and had been promoted to 
the rank of 2nd lieutenant. Yet instead of 
celebrating, he was seething. He vowed 
revenge against the Soviet Union and he 
was not particular how he achieved it.

Which was probably why in 1941 he 
headed for Vienna in Austria. He spent the 

next seven weeks training with the Waffen 
Schutzstaffel (Waffen SS), the ‘Protective 
Squadron’ of German’s Nazi party. He 
did so well during his training that he was 
given the rank of Untersturmführer.

Once he had completed his training he 
returned to Finland, and just in time. On 
22 June 1941 the Soviets invaded Finland 
once again, kicking off the Continuation 
War. 

In the Soviet’s defence, they had little 
choice. That was the same day that Ger-
many invaded Russia and to secure their 
northwestern border they had to take Fin-
land - or at least try.

This time, however, Finland was not 
alone. They now had an ally against the 
Soviets - Nazi Germany.

And Törni would get the revenge he 
had been seeking. Once again he distin-
guished himself and was placed in charge 
of a unit informally named “Detachment 
Törni”.

His group was a constant thorn in the 
Soviet’s side. They operated behind en-

THREE COUNTRIES, THREE SIDES: Lauri Törni fought against the communists 
with three different armies, from left: Finland, Nazi Germany, and the United States 
Army.

emy lines, carrying out attacks and sab-
otage operations. They were so effective 
that the Soviets put a bounty on Törni’s 
head for 3 million Finnish marks (more 
than six million rands). No one ever tried 
to collect the bounty.

Finland gave a good account of them-
selves in the fight against Russia. They 
actually penetrated Soviet territory until 
the Finns were forced to retreat and sign 
the Moscow Armistice on 19 September 
1944. This was followed by the 1947 Par-
is Peace Treaty, which formally ended the 
war. The Finns had to give up territory 
and pay reparations, but had firm guar-
antees of their independence - a state of 
affairs still recognised today.

Törni was awarded Finland’s highest 
military decoration - the Mannerheim 
Cross of the Order of the Cross of Liber-
ty. The celebrations were, however, very 
brief.

As part of the armistice signed with the 
Soviets, the Finns were required to expel 
all German forces on their soil. This re-
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sulted in the Lapland War between Fin-
land and Germany. The war would last 
from September to November 1944 and 
result in over 8,000 casualties.

Törni played no part in this war. Part 
of the armistice that Finland had signed 
required them to demobilise its military, 
leaving only a small force to deal with the 
Germans. Törni found that by November 
he was unemployed.

Although Törni was a patriot, he did no 
agree with his country’s decision to expel 
the German forces. It wasn’t that he had 
become pro-Nazi, it was just that he was 
fiercely anti-Soviet and fanatically an-
ti-Communist.

He was also convinced that Finland had 
not seen the last of the Soviet Union. So 
when a pro-German resistance movement 
approached him in January 1945, he was 
all ears. Once again he found himself in 
Germany, learning to be a saboteur until 
his training was cut short in March.

Unable to return to Finland, he joined a 
local unit fighting the Soviets near Schw-
erin before surrendering to the Allies.

They threw him in a POW camp in 
Lübeck, which he escaped, finally return-
ing to Finland in June.

The timing couldn’t have been worse 
for Törni. Finland was anxious to disasso-
ciate itself from its former ally, so Törni 
was arrested for fighting for the wrong 
side. He was charged with treason. He 
was thrown into prison, but he escaped. 

He was recaptured in April 1946 and 
sentenced to six years in prison. Yet 
again he escaped, and yet again he was 
recaptured. He served two years before 
receiving a pardon from the president in 
December 1948.

By this stage he was fed up with his 

country and he made his way to Sweden 
the following year. 

In 1950 he boarded a cargo ship bound 
for America. In 1954 he joined the US 
Army. By then he had a new name - Larry 
Thorne.

With his experience he was soon on his 
way into the Special Forces. While in the 
Special Forces, he taught skiing, surviv-
al, mountaineering, and guerrilla tactics. 
In turn he attended airborne school, and 
advanced in rank; attending Officer Can-
didate School, he was commissioned as a 
1st lieutenant in the Signal Corps in 1957.

In November 1963 he was deployed to 
South Vietnam as part of Special Forces 
Detachment A-734. They were stationed 
in the Tịnh Biên District and assigned to 
operate Civilian Irregular Defence Group 
(CIDG) encampments at Châu Lăng and 
later Tịnh Biên.

During a fierce attack on the CIDG 
camp in Tịnh Biên, he received two Pur-
ple Hearts and a Bronze Star Medal for 
valour during the battle. This attack would 
later be described by author Robin Moore 
in his book The Green Berets.

His second tour in Vietnam began in 
February 1965 with 5th Special Forces 
Group; he then transferred to Military 
Assistance Command, Vietnam - Studies 
and Observations Group (MACV–SOG), 
a classified US special operations unit fo-
cusing on unconventional warfare in Viet-
nam, as a military advisor.

On 18 October 1965, he was supervis-
ing a clandestine mission to locate Viet 
Cong turnaround points along Ho Chi 
Minh trail and destroy them with air-
strikes. 

During the operation his Republic of 
Vietnam Air Force CH-34 helicopter 

crashed in a mountainous area of Phước 
Sơn District, Quảng Nam Province, Viet-
nam, 40 km from Da Nang.Rescue teams 
were unable to locate the crash site. 

Shortly after his disappearance, he was 
promoted to the rank of major and posthu-
mously awarded the Legion of Merit and 
Distinguished Flying Cross.

In 1999 his remains were found by a 
Finnish and Joint Task Force-Full Ac-
counting team and repatriated to the Unit-
ed States following a Hanoi Noi Bai Inter-
national Airport ceremony that included 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and 
Ambassador Pete Peterson.

Formally identified in 2003, his remains 
were buried on 26 June 2003 at Arlington 
National Cemetery. He was memorialized 
on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

As for Finland, they consider him a na-
tional hero, once more.

Lauri Allan Törni Decorations

Finnish Decorations
• 2nd class medal of Freedom, 26 July 

1940
• 1st class medal of Freedom, 24 Au-

gust 1940
• 3rd class Cross of Liberty, 9 October 

1941
• 4th class Cross of Liberty, 23 May 

1942
• Mannerheim Cross, 9 July 1944
• 1st Div. Memorial Cross
• Border Jaeger Troops Cross
• Defense Forces Bronze Medal

German Decorations
Iron Cross, 2 class, 11 December 1943

United States Army
Badges
• Combat Infantry Badge
• Master Parachutist Badge
Decorations and medals
• Legion of Merit
• Distinguished Flying Cross
• Bronze Star Medal with “V” device
• Purple Heart with oak leaf cluster
• Air Medal
• Army Commendation Medal
• Good Conduct Medal
• National Defense Service Medal with 

star
• Vietnam Service Medal with two 

campaign stars
• Republic of Vietnam Campaign Med-

al

Mannerheim Cross of the Order
of the Cross of Liberty.
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To all our members, associate members, 
friends and readers.

Wishing you 
Peace, Joy, Love 
and Good Health 
over this Fes-
tive Season, and a 
most prosperous 
2019.


